
Writing a 
strong 
Personal 
Statement



The personal 
statement is your 
opportunity to 
demonstrate your 
desire and passion 
to study the course 
you are applying for. 
You need to 
demonstrate your 
enthusiasm and 
commitment, and 
above all ensure that 
you stand out from 
the crowd. 



You only have 47 lines or 4000 characters to 
write your personal statement, so you need 
to structure it well.

Key Points
•Keep sentences short and to the point

•Mind Map ideas or bullet point
•Draft paragraphs and condense them 

afterwards
•Do not make it specific to one University- it 

gets sent to all your choices
•You don’t need to talk too much about 

what you are studying as they can see that 
on the application, talk more about how 

studying this has helped you improve your 
skills and what you have achieved from that.
•Don’t lie- they have a tool to check this!

•Be personal – its all about you!

Click here to use the 
online personal 
statement tool 

This tool on the UCAS 
website allows you to 
break down the 
paragraphs required whilst 
also getting you thinking 
about how to structure a 
good personal statement. 
It also keeps you updated 
on meeting the required 
characters of the text

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/writing-personal-statement/introducing-personal-statement-tool


What they want 
to see in  a 

Medicine/Veterin
ary/Dentistry 

statement

Your aspirations 
and career 
ambitions

Your knowledge of 
the job role and 

career path (not just 
the university course 
but the career as a 

whole)

Your skills and 
experiences. In 

person or online 
virtual work 

experiences
Where your interest 
in the career came 
from. Have you had 

a great work 
experience? Have 

you had a personal 
experience in 

healthcare

Your academic 
ability. Grades, GCSE 

profile (Not too 
much detail as this is 

already detailed in 
the application)

Any other relevant 
information relating to 
subject knowledge, in 

this case, scientific 
knowledge, 

pharmacology 
knowledge and 

knowledge of common 
ailments 

Click here to read 
10 tips on making 

a strong 
statement for 

Medicine/Veterina
ry/Dentistry

Medicine/Veterinary/
Dentistry Personal 
Statements

https://owltutors.co.uk/10-tips-for-medicine-dentistry-and-veterinary-science-personal-statements/




What they want 
to see in  an 

Oxbridge 
Personal 

Statement

Your aspirations 
and career 
ambitions

Talk about your 
reading 

knowledge 
(especially for 

Humanities 
subjects)

Talk about 
theories you have 
learnt, essays you 

have written or 
lectures you have 

attended

Show that 
you are 

intellectually 
curious and 
thoughtful

Your academic 
ability

Keep talking 
about hobbies to 
a minimum. They 
will be interested 

in relevant 
experiences but 
the focus should 

be academia

Click here to read 
8 tips on making a 
strong statement 

for Oxbridge 

Oxford/Cambridge 
and other 
prestigious 
statements

https://www.unifrog.org/know-how/oxbridge-personal-statement




Things to try to 
avoid saying in 
your statement 

Click here to 
find out more 
about writing 

a good 
statement

Click here to 
download a 

personal 
statement 

writing 
framework 

https://www.which.co.uk/money/university-and-student-finance/getting-into-uni/how-to-write-a-personal-statement-a3bfp7h4yv7s
https://www.ucas.com/file/4261/download?token=u7I6M9Q5


A ‘strong’ example A ‘not-so-strong’ example



What to do next:

• Begin research
• Get some notes down 

• Make a first draft of your statement
• Speak with your personal tutor and hand in a draft for them to 

check over (dates for this vary according to curriculum area so 
please check this!)

• Keep drafting! The more you can edit and change it, the stronger 
your statement will be

• Utilise all the online tools and resources to make sure you create a 
brilliant statement!

• Visit the Advice, Careers and Employability teams page for a vast 
amount of resources and support

For further support:

acecronton@riversidecollege.ac.uk (Cronton Site)
aceriverside@riversidecollege.ac.uk (Riverside Site)

mailto:acecronton@riversidecollege.ac.uk
mailto:aceriverside@riversidecollege.ac.uk
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